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What is Arkivoc ?
 OA journal for organic 

chemistry

 Free to readers & authors

 Peer reviewed

 Aiming to particularly help 
authors outside US and W. 
Europe

 2016-20: 79 countries
 Source: WoS

 MENA (Middle East & 
North Africa). 
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Publishing landscape, 2000
 Organic chemistry journals were amalgamating and 

ceasing publication
 Remaining journals were very expensive

 Limited library budgets

 Situation dire outside US and Western Europe

 Founder: Alan Katritzky, 1928-2014

 He wanted Arkivoc to solve two problems:
 Good material not getting published

 Lack of access to what was published



Business model
 Charitable donation by 

Alan & Linde Katritzky

 Alan Katritzky, F.R.S.

 Humanitarian aims 
behind foundation of 
Arkivoc

 Scientific editors and 
others work for free

 Charity - US tax code



Why open access ?
 Science model is sharing research results

 Publicly funded research results should be available to 
everybody

 Arkivoc has been open access since its 2000 launch

 Free to both readers and authors

 Categorized as a platinum or diamond journal

 It was awarded DOAJ’s best practice Seal award in 2020



Partners
 Uni of Florida: 

Chemistry Dept.

 FloHet conferences
 2018, 2020, 2022

 Katritzky professor

 Uni of Florida: Library

 Archiving on Florida  
Online Journals – in 
progress



FloHet conferences
 Florida Heterocyclic and 

Synthetic Chemistry 
Conference

 3 days in early March

 250 attendees in 2022

 Plenary, invited and 
contributed lectures

 Poster presentations



Types of issue
 2000-21

 Honorary issues: 120

 General issues: 77

 Reviews & Accounts: 19

 Regional issues: 5

 Thematic issues: 3

 Conferences: 3



Published papers
 In recent years

 Fewer general papers

 More honorary, regional 
and thematic issues

 Papers per volume
 169 (2018)

 117 (2019)

 133 (2020)

 153 (2021)
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Journal metrics for Arkivoc
 Journal impact factor

 1.140 (2020), up 14%

 Channelling 1 – 1.2

 Ranked 44th of 57 
organic chemistry 
journals 

 Source:

 Journal Citation Reports
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Finding papers

 Indexing/abstracting 
services
 Web of Science

 Scopus

 CAS/ SciFinder

 Google Scholar

 Arkivoc: Google search 



Promotion
 Monthly newsletter

 e-mail to >8,000 people

 Opened by 2,000 people

 At FloHet conferences

 Big effort for 25th

anniversary (2024)
 Flyer

 Special guest issue

 Humanitarian aims



Peer review
 Rigorous

 Around 700 referees, in 58 countries

 Ongoing recruitment

 Referee Assigners (3 people)

 Usually four referees per paper

 Keyword database, reviewed and updated in 2017

 Automated letters

 For communication between scientific editors and 
referees



Relationship with authors
 Creative Commons licence (CC BY)

 Author retains copyright

 Author gives Arkivoc the right to publish 

 Scientific editors often help with written English

 Templates and “Instructions to Authors”

 Facilitator for honorary, regional and thematic issues

 Contacting potential authors

 If an paper is rejected, feedback is provided



Paper’s journey 
Steps towards publication People

 Submission & initial 
screening of papers

 Editorial review

 Publication

 By 3 Co-ordinating Editors

 and 3 Referee Assigners

 By 19 Scientific Editors

 and referees

 By Publishing Editor, 

 With Manuscript Manager 
and 3 Publishers



Databases
Public databases Working databases

 Arkivoc Journal

 On ARKAT platform

 Arkivoc Archive

 On Florida Online Journals 
(in progress)

 Depository (documents)

 Tables for:

 Vols, Issues, Manuscripts

 Keywords , Referees

 Reports for:

 Accepted dates

 Manuscript publishing

 Manuscript processing



Committees
Name Frequency, location

 Control Board

 Everybody

 Around 30 people

 Steering Committee

 People with functional 
responsibilities

 Once a year, in March

 2020 Florida

 2021 by Zoom

 2022 Florida / by Zoom

 Once a year, in Sept/Oct

 2020 by Zoom

 2021 by Zoom



Costs
 Fixed costs:

 Publishing, IT support, and other expenses

 Variable costs:

 DOIs (CrossRef)

 Article processing charge:

 Arkivoc: free to authors

 “Molecules” : 2,300 Swiss francs (approx. $2,340)



Some recent developments
 DOIs, by 2018

 Prepublication

 “In prints” from 2018

 Best practice Seal award

 From DOAJ in 2020

 40 evaluation criteria

 Citation export, 2021

 RIS format



What next?
 If you are an organic chemist and would like to help 

with refereeing papers

 contact Prof. John Joule, john.joule@manchester.ac.uk

 Consider making a donation to support Arkivoc

 Further information on website

 https://www.arkat-usa.org/about-arkivoc/donate/

 Contribute a paper

mailto:john.joule@manchester.ac.uk
https://www.arkat-usa.org/about-arkivoc/donate/

